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Symbolism and Conflict in Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
Introduction
Symbolism is the artistic use of images and symbols to represent mythical ideas, situations, emotions, and states of mind. Conflict, on the other hand, is the situation created by a struggle between two opposing forces. In Fahrenheit 451, the author Ray Bradbury employs extensive use of symbolism and conflict to drive the story and develop the characters and themes. Fahrenheit 451 tells the story of a fireman, Guy Montag, who lives in a book-burning society and gets involved in burning books too. After questioning and going against the book-burning policy, Montag undergoes a lot of transformation, which causes suffering and makes him a fugitive. He escapes into the wilderness, where he meets the Drifters, a group of book lovers separated from the rest of the society. Montag joins them, and together they build a new society without book-burning. The other characters in the book are Clarisse McClellan, Mildred Montag, Beatty, Faber, Black, Mrs. Ann Bowles, Stoneman, Mrs. Clara Phelps, and Granger. Symbolism is essential as it gives the text additional meaning, which makes it more interesting to read and analyze. Symbolism also paves the way for a text to be interpreted in different ways without altering the theme or message. Themes are usually revealed through conflicts that take place in a text. This essay analyzes the various conflicts and symbols used by Bradbury in the text and how they contribute to the flow and important themes in Fahrenheit 451.
